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Towing vessels moving regulated barges NOT carrying CDCs 
53-05 

 
FINAL 

 
Issue (53-05): Are U.S. towing vessels engaged in towing a barge subject to Part 104 
required to have a vessel security plan (VSP) if the barge is not actually carrying a 
regulated cargo such as a CDC in bulk? 
 
 
Policy:  In interpreting 33 CFR 104.105(a)(11) only, a barge or barges subject to this part 
does not include “uninspected barges during instances that they are not carrying a CDC in bulk.” 
 
The effect of this is that now when an uninspected barge is not carrying a CDC in bulk, such as 
AN, a towing vessel moving it will not be required to have a VSP, provided that there is no other 
basis that would require such a vessel to have a plan. 
 


